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same secluded, excellent restaurant, to know the byways of
town life, to accomplish slowly the right and rare furnishing of
one's rooms, to be utterly independent. . * . The sound of
these words is attractive, and such employments might give
content till one was 45, say ; but afterwards ?

I took up my neglected novel " Sis Tellwright ",* and sketched
out a chapter, with difficulty re-creating the atmosphere. The
portions akeady drafted seemed good, more than satisfactory
as the result of the * first process ' in the manufacture of my
fiction. The ' first process ' (imagine the building of a house
on a hill) is to get the materials, pell-mell, intermixed, anyhow,
to a certain height. Having carried them there, I have found
that what remains to be done is somewhat less difficult, at any
rate requires less brute power of brain.

Wednesday, January 20th.

At " The Mikado ", now nearing the close of its fourth or fifth
revival. Half-empty house ; band apathetic and playing with
eyes anywhere but on the music. Seated near the stage, I could
realize what at the theatre one realizes so seldom, that the
actors are ordinary human beings acting a part for a livelihood,
I could see beneath the mask the evolutions of the real person,
his lassitudes, excitements, pleasures, wearinesses. Never before
have I seen these things so plainly, this under-life* Yet the
excellence of " The Mikado " is such that as the evening passed,
the piece took hold of the players, and lifting them out of their
monotony, did away with the ennui that disclosed their humanity.

Friday, January
In this week's Woman is one of those mistakes that must in-
evitably occur now and then when a man edits a woman's paper*
Under some designs for a layette outfit is the legend " Cut to
measure patterns supplied." Nine men out of nine would never
observe the blunder,

Wednesday, January
At a City branch of a certain bank yesterday morning two
golden-haired girls, with large feathered hats, presented a piece
of paper bearing a penny stamp and the words " Please pay
bearer (p xo/-. Henry T, Dairies." The cashier consulted his
1 Afterwards published under the title of " Anna of the Hv* Tow$* ".